257

of latent or new diseases. The rheumatism itself
increased in violence, and spells of nervous hiccup of long
duration further weakened him and paved the way to a
virulent sarcomatous growth on his left elbow, to which
his body finally succumbed, after a severe illness lasting
more than a year.

The year 1949/50 was a year of great bodily suffer-
ing for the Master. Although he never complained but
bore all the pain, surgical operations and radium appli-
cations, with the cheerful calmness becoming the Divine
Man he was, yet the disciples were under no illusion of
the havoc which the corrosive poison of this malignant
tumour created inside his delicately sensitive constitution.
It started in November, 1948 as a tiny lump of the size
of a pea on the ulnar nerve of his left elbow, which the
Ashram doctor assisted by another devotee doctor thought
fit to remove at its very infancy, on the 9th of February,
1949. But alas ! they counted without the tumour. The
wound soon gave rise to another growth, which one day
the Master jocularly characterised as " rising like a
lingam". Another operation had thus to be performed
on the 27th March, this time by an eminent surgeon, who
thought he had removed enough to prevent recurrence.
Yet again the wound refused to heal. Radium was
applied later, and under its action the wound showed
favourable signs and the Master's health considerably im-
proved, though this improvement proved short-lived ; for
by the 20th June, an itching sensation in the elbow herald-
ed the re-appearance of the lump, from which blood now
oozed. After a month of herbal treatment, septic symp-
toms appeared in July which called for penicillin injec-
tions. The doctors held that complete cure was possible
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